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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN, SOPN, PROP, UR, US 

SUBJECT: SLANDER CHARGES AGAINST TWO US CORRESPONDENTS 
REFS: (A) MOSCOW 15440, (B) MOSCOW 15297 

1 . PIPER AND WHITNEY AGAIN APPEARED IN MOSCOW 
CITY COURT AT NOON JULY 3. THEY WERE ACCOMPANIED 
BY CONSOFF CARTER AND NEW YORK TIMES LAWYER 
LEON LIPSON. 

2. THE TWO CORRESPONDENTS PRESENTED TO JUDGE 
ALMAZOV SIMILAR STATEMENTS (IN BOTH RUSSIAN AND 
ENGLISH) CATEGORICALLY DENYING GOSTELERADIO'S 
ACCUSATIONS OF SLANDER AND REQUESTING THAT CHARGES 
BE DROPPED. STATEMENTS ALSO INFORMED COURT THAT 
PIPER AND WHITNEY DO NOT INTEND TO PARTICIPATE 
PERSONALLY IN ANY FURTHER STAGES OF PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST THEM. 

3. JUDGE ALMAZOV THEN ANNOUNCED A POSTPONEMENT OF 
THE TRIAL UNTIL 11:00 A.M. ON JULY 18 REPEAT 18 
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TO ALLOW COURT TIME TO CONFIRM THE ACCURACY OF 
RUSSIAN TRANSLATION OF CORRESPONDENTS' STATEMENTS, 
INFORM GOSTELERADIO OF CONTENTS OF STATEMENTS AND 
AFFORD PIPER AND WHITNEY TIME TO REFLECT ON THEIR 
DECISIONS NOT TO PRESENT EVIDENCE, AND CALL 
WITNESSES OR EVEN TAKE PART IN HEARING OF CASE. 

ALMAZOV OPINED THAT HE WAS CERTAIN THAT GIVEN 
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EXTRA TIME FOR REFLECTION, NEWSMEN WOULD CHANGE 
THEIR ATTITUDE TOWARD FURTHER PARTICIPATION IN 
HEARINGS. 

4. IN REPLY TO CLAIM IN JOURNALISTS' STATEMENTS 
THAT NEITHER BALTIMORE SUN NOR NEW YORK TIMES IS 
DISTRIBUTED IN U.S.S.R., JUDGE SAID THAT WHAT 
MATTERS IS THAT BOTH PAPERS ARE READ IN SOVIET 
UNION (BY WHOM HE DID NOT STATE). ALMAZOV REMINDED 
DEPENDENTS THAT ONUS IS ON THEM TO PROVE ACCURACY 
OF STATEMENTS WHICH PLAINTIFF ALLEGES TO BE 
SLANDEROUS. HE ALSO ALLUDED TO A SUPPOSED RECENT 
CASE IN WHICH, HE CLAIMED, AN UNNAMED FOREIGN 
JOURNALIST PRINTED A RETRACTION IN A SOVIET SPORTS 
PUBLICATION FOR A SLANDEROUS ARTICLE WHICH HE HAD 
AUTHORIED ABROAD. 

5. INTERESTINGLY, DURING COURT SESSION ALMAZOV 
MENTIONED THREE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH CASE AGAINST 
PIPER AND WHITNEY COULD BE DISMISSED: (1) 
CORRESPONDENTS' OWN STATEMENTS MAY BE CONSIDERED 
BASIS FOR DISMISSAL BY LEGAL COMMITTEE WHICH WILL 
REVIEW THEM; (2) PLAINTIFF MAY NOW EXPRESS 

A DESIRE NOT TO PROCEED WITH SUIT; AND (3) SUIT 
MAY BE DROPPED IF PLAINTIFF DOES NOT APPEAR ON 
JULY 18 FOR TRIAL. ALMAZOV AGAIN STRESSED THAT 
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NEITHER PIPER NOR WHITNEY IS REQUIRED TO APPEAR 
PERSONALLY AT TRIAL FOR IT TO BE HELD. 

6. COURT SESSION ENDED WITH ALMAZOV MILDLY 
ADMONISHING BOTH NEWSMEN TO SHOW MORE RESPECT FOR 
THE COURT. HE COMPLAINED OF THEIR "DELAYING 
TACTICS” AND RELUCTANCE TO SIGN COPIES OF 
DOCUMENTS NOTIFYING THEM OF NEXT SESSION. 

7. COMMENT: PIPER AND WHITNEY APPEAR FIRM IN 
THEIR DECISION TO STAND BY THE STATEMENTS THEY 
PRESENTED TODAY AND NOT TO CALL WITNESSES OR SUBMIT 
ANY FURTHER DOCUMENTATION. WHITNEY SEEMS STRONGER 
THAN PIPER IN HIS INSISTANCE THAT HE WILL NOT 

APPEAR AT JULY 18 TRIAL. HE HAD DEFERRED FAMILY'S 
VACATION PLANS TO BE PRESENT IN MOSCOW FOR TODAY'S 
SESSION AND FOR PLANNED JULY 7 TRIAL, BUT WITH 
POSTPONEMENT UNTIL 18TH, HE NOW TELLS US HE IS 
DEFINITELY PLANNING TO DEPART MOSCOW JULY 4 FOR 
R&R IN MASSACHUSETTS. OUTSIDE COURTROOM, BOTH 
CORRESPONDENTS TOLD OTHER WAITING REPORTERS THAT 
IF THEY ARE IN MOSCOW ON 18TH THEY MAY CONSIDER 
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ATTENDING, BUT AT LEAST IN WHITNEY'S CASE THIS 
APPEARS TO BE A MOOT POINT. PIPER HAS TICKETS 
FOR JULY 12 DEPARTURE ON VACATION, BUT NDW IS 
UNDECIDED AS TO WHAT TO DO. HE FEELS HIS EDITORS 
WILL WANT HIM TO STAY IN MOSCOW TO AVOID IMPRESSION 
THAT HE IS "RUNNING OUT" BUT HE TELLS US HE WILL 
TRY TO CONVINCE THEM THAT IT MIGHT BE WORTHWHILE 
TO BE UNAVAILABLE ON JULY 18 TO SEE IF SUITIS 
DISMISSED. TOON 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ALLEGATIONS, JOURNALISTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 03 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MOSCOW15452 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780274-0139 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780799/aaaadgbg.tel 

Line Count: 124 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 45d37c7b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 78 MOSCOW 15440, 78 MOSCOW 15297 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2127889 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SLANDER CHARGES AGAINST TWO US CORRESPONDENTS 
TAGS: CGEN, SOPN, PROP, UR, US, (PIPER, HAROLD), (WHITNEY, CRAIG) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/45d37c7b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



